
River Rother

River DonShe�eld and 
Tinsley Canal

- 70 miles long
- originally joined the River 
Trent - reengineered in 1627 as 
part of a mashland drainage 
project to join the River Ouse at 
Goole.
- this allowed small coal barges 
to navigate the river until 1870 
and the construction of the 
Doncaster - Goole railway.

- navigatable by 1751
- towpath to Rotherham not 
complete until 1822
- intention to allow boats up to 
20 tons to reach Tinsley
- lost out to rail as dominant 
transportation method.

upstream

downstream

- stretch opened 1968

M1 motorway

- opened 1997
- short runway model similar to 
London City Airport - this was its 
downfall, as high-fare business 
�ights could not support its 
operation, and its runway was 
too short for budget-airline 
requirements
- closed 2008
- plans for business park on site

City Airport
[disused]

- Project instigated 1985 
- Cost: £240m
- Opened in stages over 1994/95
- Line out to Meadowhall used existing 
disused heavy rail 
- 29km (18 mile) long network, using 
over 60km of track
- 48 stops

Supertram

- 225,000 tonnes of waste to produce up 
to 60MW of thermal energy and up to 
19MW electrical energy
- In 2008/2009 58% of She�eld waste 
went to energy recovery, 14% to land�ll 
and 28% used for recycling and compost-
ing

Incinerator
[Energy Recovery Facility]

Scrapyards

Farm

- Origin of name: At the cli�e (Attercli�e 
used to feature a rather abrupt cli�e 
which was �attened)
- Large residential population by early 
C20th to support industry
- Post war clearing of Victorian housing - 
was never replaced and has led to a lack 
of residential population, causing local 
schools and shops to close, whilst some 
local industry closed or moved to bigger, 
clearer sites out of town, causing the 
general decline of the area
- La Chambre She�eld's proudest 
swingers club based in Attercli�e. The 
area is now largely known for its sex 
industry (both legal and illegal) 

Attercli�e

Brightside

- Traditionally heavy industrial area of She�eld
- Low grade business parks beginning to line the 
main roads, replacing derelict industries

Wicker Railway Station

-Wicker railway station was the �rst railway station 
to be built in She�eld, England. It was opened on 
31 October 1838 as the southern terminus of the 
She�eld and Rotherham Railway. In 1840 it was 
connected to the North Midland Railway at 
Rotherham Masborough railway station. A 
southbound curve was added 1869. Wicker station 
became obsolete as a passenger station on 1 
February 1870 when the Midland Railway opened 
a direct route from Chester�eld to just north of 
Wicker Station.

The Wicker Arches 

The Wicker Arches form a 660 yards long railway 
viaduct across the Don Valley in the City of 
She�eld, England. They take their name from the 
thoroughfare The Wicker, which passes through 
the main arch of the viaduct. The viaduct was built 
in 1848 by Sir John Fowler and Weightman & 
Had�eld. Later a part of the Great Central Railway, 
the viaduct supported She�eld Victoria Station. 
Main line rail passenger services crossing the 
Wicker Arches ceased in January 1970 with the 
closure of She�eld Victoria and its service to 
Manchester.

Grimesthorpe Engine Shed

Of the Lower Don Valley Region

- Grimesthorpe engine shed was an engine shed, 
built by the Midland Railway and opened in 1860 
to serve the Midland Main Line. The shed was built 
next to Grimesthorpe Junction, the building was a 
brick roundhouse shed, an eight road �tting shop 
was added in 1898. 
- The shed o�cially closed on 11 September 1961.

Brightside

In 1918 the Samuel Fox mill and Steel Peach and 
Tozer combined to make United Steels Co and in 
1920 the �rst stainless steel wire. In 1963 the new 
wire mill set opened at its current location at 
Sheephouse Wood. 

It was further expanded in 1972 following the 
nationalisation of the British steel industry in 1967. 
The business remained part of British Steel until 
privatisation in 1985.

In 1987 Fox Wire was bought by Tinsley Wire 
Industries before being acquired in 1989 by 
Bridon.

CF Booth

CF Booth was established in 1920 by Clarence 
Frederick Booth and since that time has continued 
to be passed down through the generations. CF 
Booth Ltd has grown to occupy a large area of land 
at it's Armer Street head o�ce and is continuously 
moving forward in all areas of metal recycling and 
manufacturing.

Bradgate Quarry

The disused Bradgate Quarry lies one mile to the 
west of Rotherham town centre. The special
interest is within an exposed quarry face.

Kellham Island

- Kelham Island and Green Lane. This is an 
important grouping of large scale works, compris-
ing one of the last remaining cores of metal trades 
related buildings within the city.
- Mowbray Street. This area contains an important
group of operational works and workshops,
originating from the mid to late 19th century, and
centred on the metal trades.
- Contained within the Kelham Island
Conservation Area, it retains much of its early 
industrial street pattern. Buildings often have 
grand frontage or gateway ranges, with courtyards 
surrounded by workshop and warehouses behind.

Forgemasters
[Don Valley Works]

- In 1850 She�eld produced some 35,000 tons of 
steel - more than half of world production
- The First World War meant peak production, but 
over 1,000 of the River Don workforce joined the 
army and production was severely curtailed
- World War II saw output reach new heights. The 
River Don Works was a key target - though largely 
missed - during the She�eld blitz. This was vital to 
the war e�ort as the only forge able to produce 
crankshafts for the Merlin engine, which powered 
both Spit�re and Lancaster aircraft, remained 
unscathed
- In 1983, Firth Brown amalgamated with the River 
Don Works to form the private sector company, 
She�eld Forgemasters, employing a workforce of 
6,500. Within three years and despite an annual 
turnover of £100m, the company recorded losses 
of approximately £20m per annum

- Roman fort made from earth and wood 
on site around 50AD.

- Templeborough Steelworks - reputedly 
one mile long, employing 10,000 workers 
by mid C20th. 
- Closed 1993

Templeborough

Magna Science Adventure Centre is an 
educational visitor attraction, primarily 
appealing to children, located in a 
disused steel mill in the Templeborough 
district. The site is formerly home to the 
Steel, Peech and Tozer steel works. The 
creative, development, funding and 
building process was led by Stephen 
Feber, who selected the design team, led 
by Wilkinson Eyre, architects and Event 
Communications, exhibition designers. 
Tim Caulton directed exhibition develop-
ment, introducing spectacular exhibits 
that bridged science and art, such as Ned 
Kahn's �re tornado, "The Big Melt".

Magna

information...

Sewage Works

- coal �red power station
- built 1921 to support Steel Industry in 
the Lower Don Valley
- expanded in the 1930’s up to a capacity 
of 72MW
- made up of 7 hyperbolic cooling 
towers, 2 of which survived until 2008 
when they were demolished
- derelict site now destined to be the site 
of a biomass power plant.  

Power Station

Blackburn Meadows

- 1993: reclaimed area of 
Blackburn Meadows 
Sewage Works given 
over to become nature 
reserve on 99 year lease

Nature Reserve

It is so named because of its origins in a 
�eld on the River Sheaf that runs through 
the city. Historically a part of the West 
Riding of Yorkshire, the city has grown 
from its largely industrial roots to 
encompass a wide economic base.

Population
1801: 45,755
1891: 325,547
2001: 439,876
2008: 534,500

Density
2008: 3,763.3/sq mi (1,453/km2)

Demographic
2001: 91% White British

She�eld

It lies on the River Don, close to its 
con�uence with the River Rother, 
between She�eld and Doncaster. 
Rotherham, at 6 mi from She�eld City 
Centre, is surrounded by several smaller 
settlements, which together form the 
wider Metropolitan Borough of Rother-
ham.

Population
1801: 17,191
1851: 31,386
1891: 95,602
1911: 150,415
1951: 208,799
2001: 248,176

Rotherham

 Roundwood Colliery was a coal mine 
situated in the Don Valley, about 2 miles 
north of Rotherham, South Yorkshire, 
England on the borders of Rotherham 
and Rawmarsh.

Roundwood Colliery

Meadowhall

- opened 1990
- 1.5million sqft retail space
- 30m visitors a year
- over 280 stores
- over 12,000 parking spaces

- 97% waste from retailers and customers 
recycled in on-site sorting and recycling 
centre
remaining 3% incinerated
- 90-95% water from bore-hole 
extraction and rainwater harvesting

- Don Valley Stadium
-opened 1990 to host 1991 world 
student games. 25,000 capacity - largest 
athletics focussed stadium in the UK. 
cost: £29m
English Institute of Sport located 
adjacent to stadium

- She�eld Arena
- opened 1991 as a multi-purpose venue 
for concerts and sports events. cost: 
£34m

- Don Valley Bowl

- Centertainment
Entertainment complex built upon old 
steel mill sites, comprising of restaurants 
and a cinema

- Meadowhall Retail Park 

Leisure Focused 
Regeneration

It rises in the Pennines and �ows for 112 km eastwards, 
through the Don Valley, via Penistone, She�eld, Rotherham, 
Mexborough, Conisbrough, Doncaster and Stainforth.
It originally joined the Trent, but now joins the River Ouse at 
Goole. The Don's major tributaries are the Loxley, the Rivelin, 
the Sheaf, the Rother and the Dearne.

Along the She�eld–Rotherham stretch of the river are �ve 
weirs that punctuate a local walking and cycling route, the 
Five Weirs Walk. A further walk, the Upper Don Walk, is being 
developed that will make it possible to walk or cycle from 
She�eld city centre up to Oughtibridge.
The industrial nature of the region has led to a severe pollu-
tion problem for the river, although this has abated some-
what over recent years, with salmon reported in the river near 
Doncaster. Fig trees grow on a stretch of the riverbank in 
She�eld, the seeds having germinated successfully thanks to 
the increased warmth of the water near factory outfalls.

INDUSTRY


